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IN THE SOUTHEAST.

What the People are Doing in Other
Counties that are Near.

The blessings of prohibition
flow freely at Frederlcktown,
The News rein ton : On Inst Mon-

day a young follow living In the
Henry Hons: on Maple avenue go
Home booze under his skin ami
proceeded to disturb the commu-
nity by loud talking and hostil
demonstrations. A warrant was
secured for his arrest but ns yet
he has not been appr hended,
On the same date Lou Kdwardl
and Fritz Prokopf got In the W0.V

of the strong arm of the law for
'disturbances and warrants are
out for them. Wednesday n'ght
at the city-counci-

l meeting Alder-
man Splckcrman while considera-
bly the worse for liquor Balled
City Treasurer Ferguson an of-

fensive name and as a result has
been carrying n disfigured eye
every since. The next day sonit
difficulty arose between Joe .. v.
and S. S. Andrews. Mr. Andrews
was considerably bruised up ami
Mr. Ileel went to the police judge
and raid a dollar fine for assault
On this Monday old man Burl
baugh and wife of College Hill
hnd a disagreement and crap
nnd the old fellow was arrested,
His wife clnimcs he is crazy and
that he burned up 400 aftei
soaking it in coal nil. Alfred
Puckner was arrested yesterday
and is now in Jail. Tin- - origin Of

his trouble was his receipt on
Tuesday of something over a gal-

lon of booze.

Cape Tribune. Morris V. Harris
cashier of the Blodgett bank and
William D. McDride. head book-
keeper of tlfe D. F. Marshall Mer,
Co.. at Plodgett. are named ns de-

fendants in a 120,000 damage
suit filed yesterday morning it

the Circuit Court of Stoddard
County at Bloomfield. by Howard
Levan. The suit is the outgrowth
of a horse-whippi- Levan suf-

fered several months ago by a
party of ' night-rider- s ' The suit

filed for Levan. by Oscar A

Knehans. l' s. Referee In Bank
ruptey, and Senator Thomas F
Lane, as his attorneys. The peti-

tion was sent to the BlOOmfleld
clerk Wednesday night ami filed
early Thursday morning A

group of several men In Blodgett
beat Levan with water-soake- d

ropes after they had taken him
Troin his home. Levan was accus-
ed about Blodgett of window
peeping. Levan denied the charge
and Invited a prosecution of him-

self on that charge. He alleges
that Harris and McBrlde were
members of the party that per-

formed the norse-whlppln- Be-

fore the suit was riied. Knehami
made an investigation of the ci-
rcumstances in Blodgett, to obtain
the names of witnesses and ob-

tained evlden e

L. it. Johnson of the Cape Nor-

mal tells how to store apples In

the ground "Dig a shallow
trench a few inches deep, ami
line it with a little straw or leav-
es. Make trench about three feet
wide and pile In apples up to a
sharp ridge. Cover them with a
oat lug of straw or leaves and

then a thin layer of earth, Eve-

ry six feet let a tuft or straw
stick out at the top of the ridge
or ventilation. When time for

very cold weather comes, say in
December, throw on more earth
till apples are covered too deep to
freeze, This is all that Is required
to keep apples safely all winter,
but it should be understood that
only sound apples should is stor-
ed, Otherwise they will not keep.

Charleston Enterprise, Lon
Adams, deputy constable of st.
Tames township, was in Murphy

Illinois, and witnessed the
orgies connected with the bang-
ing of the negro. l)e Perry. He
bears out the truth of what has
been printed in the papers con-

cerning the hordes of highly cul-

tured Illinoisians who made a
holiday of the hour in which the
life of a debased negro was de-

stroyed.

Justice of the Peace L. O. Gros-clos- e

of Randies got his "foot in
it," in buying out A. M. Mead, a
Randies merchant, just before
Mead went into bankruptcy. Ed
Regenhart, trustee in bankruptcy
of the Mead estate, filed suit to
set aside the deal, but the matter
was compromised by Mr. tiros-
close paying an additional Sri)0
and part of the costs.

R. A. and Win. J. Shans, father
i a ml son, were shot nnd killed by

Oscar l'axton, son-in-la- w of the
elder Shans. The tragedy occur-
red at a country store below
Hornersvllle in Dunklin county
Only recently Pemiscot county
seemed to have a ' corner" on this
feature of our higher civilization,
but It seems to be spreading.
People are so happy and content-
ed under capitalism.

East Prairie Eagle. A petition
was circulated here asking the
officials of the Iron Mountain and
Cotton Belt railroads to

the incline at Birds Point.
Similar petitions are being circu-
lated in every town in Southeast
Missouri along the lines of these
roads and when the Cairo Busi-
ness Men's Club meet with the of-

ficials in St. Louis these petitions
will be presented.

A man who talks to himself
hears a lot of compliments.

In relating the murder of L. II
Prltchett near Dcventcr. in Mis-

sissippi county, last week, the
Kicker got this affair mixed up
with another affair a week or so
previous in which the body of the
dead man was found in a drain
ditch. These events an1 so com-
mon In our christian civilization
that it re mires care to seperate
them. Prltchett was about 80
years old. and the sou oT a farm-
er, and had Is-e- keeping compa-
ny with the ld sister ol
Ode and Steve Reeves who learn-
ed that he had been "talking
about her:' Prltchett and his fa-

ther were at a store at Deventer
and Devo Ross asked the young
man to go out nnd have a chat.
They went out behind the store
near a shed In which the Reeves
brothers were hiding nnd Ross be
gan a conversation about the girl
Presently the brothers emerged
nnd beat Pritchett to death, At
first the brothers and Ross were
held under ten thousand dollar
bond each, but after indictment
by t lir grand Jury they were plac-
ed in jail and held without bond

Campbell Citizen , Saturday aft
ernoon Homer Llttural, Jim Gain-
es and ii Dunlvan, about 15 year
old boys were in Campbell and in-

stead of walking home, concluded
to board a freight train and
Jump olf Wnen nearest tueir
homes, it is considerably down
hill from Campbell to St. Francis
and the old train was batting
them out pretty 1 hely when
the boys made the jump. One
of them lighted on his head, and
he says it took him a long time
to extract his head from the soft
earth. The other boy escaped
with only u few bruises, but the
Dunlvan kid s head struck the end
of a cross tie which smashed a
great place In his skull. l'h.vsi
clans were called in and dressed
the wounds after extracting 112

pieces of the boy s skull bone.
The lad Is In a serious condition.

ith the cha nc against his re- -

covery,

The fiftieth anniversary or
golden wedding of Mr. and Mrs
Fred E. Kies was celebrated til
their home at Jackson October
22. with their 12 living children
ff lent, Mr. Kies was born lr

Germany In 1887 and came to
America in 1852, Mrs. Kiel was
born In upper Austra and came
here with her parents as a child
Mr Kies was a school teache'
and Lutheran minister and In
1S07 organized the Lutheran
church at Jackson and was Its
pastor, in 1886 he began the
publication of the Volksfreun ! a
German paper that is still being;
published by his two sons t'j
which they lime added an En-
glish publication, the Jackson
Iti ins

N'ear Jo kson Henry Peetx, wife
and baby were riding in a wagon
The horses became frightened at
a motor cycle, the wagon was
overturned and Mr. IVetz and
wife were thrown over a fence
into a field, while their baby was
caught by its clothing on the wire
fence and hung there, absolutely
unhurt, it was a remarkable i --

cape all around.

Charleston Republican. Claude
Steiett was mistaken foe a bur-- a

burglar by his brother-in-la- w

Thursday night anl came near
losing his life when Roy Strick-
land fired at him through the
front door or his residence, shat-
tering the door panel and.the
bullett passing within six Incites
of where Claude stood. Some one
had been prowling around the
residence of Mr. and Mrs. Strick
land on Wednesday night and
when Claude came on the night
following and was unlocking the
front door. Roy thought of the
night before and took a shot at
him with the above results.

Say, boys, don't shoot craps
It's agin the law. If you must
gamble, bet a million on the rise
or fall of the stock market. That
is respectable. The Maiden Mer-
it says: "Deputy Sheriff Sam J.
Harris, of New Madrid county,
came in from Gideon, Monday
night with two prisoners, enroute
for New Madrid. That night he
enlisted the services of City Mar-
shal Coons and Constale A. C. Da-
vis and went over in New Madrid
county and rounded up eleven
crap shooters on the banks of
Ditch "A."

Campbell Citizen. Constable Jim
Crawford, assisted by citizen far-
mers living near Clarkton, roun-e- d

up and captured just east of
town three men supposed to be
cattle thieves early Wednesday
morning. The names of the meti
caught driving the twelve head of
cattle are Joe Johnson, who lives
near Qulln, Butler county, John
Barker and Ernest Donley. The
latter named parties live in East
swamp near Gideon.

The school house at Lusk, or
Prices Landing, was burned last
week. The building was a very
good one for a rural school and
carried $800 insurance. A new
heating plant had evidently been
imperfectly installed, and the first
fire was lighted in the evening to
burn off the varnish smell. That
night the building burned to the
ground.

THE BAN KICKS MEET.
I am getting to Ik-- more Inter

ested in the meetings of bankers
and ministers than I used to be,
bceaus: I understand them better
The closer one watches, the more
plainly it appears that it Is they
who govern us. The conference of
Methodist divines recently hrid al
sikeston was honey --combed with
bankers At the meeting of Group
Six of the Southeast Missouri As-

sociation of Hankers. I noticed
that "divine services" played a
conspicuous per;, and that the
banquet was held In a church in-

stead of the club room, as usual
Christ drove the money-change- rs

from the temple Today the
money-change- rs again occupy the
temple. They have gained all th"
ground lost to the early Chris-dan-s

and then some!
The proceedings were opened

with prayer by Rev, Clopton, a
protcstant divine. I noticed that
the Catholic bankers present did
the pious net nnd chimed in. The
reason I noticed this so partic-
ularly I will explnin.

Some years ago the farmers UH- -

ion became very strong in this
county and an effort was made
to organize the Catholic farmers
But the priests fought it and no
great headway could le made

However, when it became evi-
dent that some of the Catholic
farmers were coins to organise
anyway, on of th" priest. went
in ns a charter member an i. if i

lemember correctly, was elected
president of th" local, His pur-DO-

was to get "i the inside an i

control it. But h was not a far-
mer nnd was In no way eligible to
membership. I ne countj union
wouldn't stand for it. and he was
"excommunicated,"

Being then on familiar terms
with the priests. I Inquired for
the reason of their opposition,

They gave two reasons. One
Was because the organization was
a Secret one. and the other w as
because of the religious features
of It.

"it has nothing to do With re-

ligion. " I ventured.
' Oh, yes. it has. They have a

chaplain, and our people are not
allowed to listen to. or take part
in protestant prayers."

That settled it While I did not
agree. I could say no more. i

knew the teachings of the church
that it was a sin to be present at
at protestant services or marri-
ages both being classes as Infl-fidelit- y.

And when I read of SO many
Catholic bankers from this and
other counties being present at
the protestant prayer meeting of
bankers at the Cape, I wondered
why this "religion" didn't apply
to bankers as well as farmers

t the bankers meetings all is
harmony, There are no Demo-
crats, no Republicans, no Catho-
lics, no Jews and no Protestants
All arc bankers after the ' long
green." The divisions of creed,
sect or politics are for tin com-
mon herd to quarrel over while
their pockets are being picked

And it works fine, Thirty years
ago there was but one bank In
the territory of which Group six
is Composed, That was the old
Sturdlvant Bank of Cape Girar-
deau, Now there are 141! nd
what do these banks produce ex-
cept poverty for the masses'.' a
bank plays the same part to a
community that a tick does to a
dog it is a parasite,

"The rise oj the banking busi-
ness has been coincident to the
development of the land In tin-pa- rt

of the state.' said one of
the bankers

That is the truth The banks
have absorbed the wealth as fast

I as labor ami nature produced it
Didn't Arthur Lesuer, a banking
expert, nilmit it lieiore the indus-
trial Relations Commission? He
said the ANNUAL increase of the
wealth of the bunks was equal to
the combined wheat and corn
crops of the nation I

THE "ESTIMATES."
The reliability of political or-

gans, when discussing political
matters is amusing. The Cape
Republican gave the number at
the Democratic rally at the Cape
at 2.000. This is probably ."00
below the mark, which is not bad
for a Republican paper, The Tri-
bune, which had boosted the meet-
ing and, therefore, wanted to ex-

aggerate its own influence, made
It 5,000, That aim so bad for it
is well understood by newspaper
men that the organ of the party
interested multiplies by at least
two. But our local organ, sixteen
miles away, swells the crowd to
7.000. while the Bloomfield Vin-

dicator, 33 miles away, makes it
10,000.

But there is one important fea-
ture of that ' rally" that all o:
the organs are silent on especi-
ally the "reformers." They have
not said a word about it that th"
Cape brewery and the saloons
were the chief financial contribu-
tors to this patriotic event. They
didn't tell us that each saloon do-

nated five dollars and the brew-
ery $25, and that the line of
march of the parade was so ar-
ranged as to pass these thirst-parlor- s.

Think of a great moral reform-
er, church worker and patriotic
bank president like Billy Stubble-fiel- d

contributing only ten dollars
when a loyal institution like the
Cape brewery shelled out twenty-fiv- e

I

can you see any
connection between the reformer
and the booze traffic, when they
contribute raoney to the same
cause, march in the same parade,
and vote the same ticket '? Are
you blind?

Stick to the unmuzzled Kicker.

IT WORKS. FINE.
The present industrial and com-

mercial system works fine for
those In the saddle. It is a little
rough on those under the saddle,
but they don't count. They are
only he poor, with whom Jesus
associated!

Last week, at a gathering of
Illinois Baptist preachers, who
claim to be followers of Jesus. 0
lesoiutlon was introduced denoun
ling militarism nnd the clamol
for military pit pa rednesN But
the alleged folio ers or the Prince
of Peace wouldli sta nd for It a tid
voted it tfi iw n

But that Isn't what I n I out
to explain. What I want Rube to
get in his noodle is the fact that
the rich get up tin wars for the
profit they get out of them, while
the poor have nothing tc, do but
stop the b llets In olden times.
before the days of public educa-- l
tiou rulers would quarrel and the
masses would be set at butcher-
ing each other in the name of re
ligion The Armenian Christians
and Mohammedan Turks are at it
today, The bible is full of how
God commanded the old tribal
chiefs to slaughter their neigh
bOTS for plunder!

But most people can read now.
and most people understand that
it Is not God, but greedy capital
Ists, that bring on the w ars. Th'
puppets who act as kings, kaisers
CSai'S and presidents for the rul-
ing lass still tr.v to make us be-
lieve that God is responsible for
the w ars, but many people know
better, and others are learning,
Tin y laugh at a president set-
ting aside a day of prayers f()i'
peace and at the same time de-

manding safe passage for our am-

munition ships.
But what I want to impress on

Rube is this: In time of war the
government confiscates your lib
erty and often your life It takes

rma

you from and loved ROW ABOUT THIS?
tones and you as a "In light of modern

the enemy's and logy and economics know
your government Itlvely drink is not responsl-doe- s

it wants MEN. the evils life; to the
But how different it Is I contrary that the drink

your government Wants MONEY !
j the abuse of alcoholic bever-I- t

never " drafts" confiscates is. to very degree
the money of the banker Oh, nol
That wo.ild be immoral and dts- -

honest. In fact, it would be con-- j
Irary to precedent Money is
sacred." You may call it "the

root of all evil." but the Pious
Ones not afaid of being con-

taminated by it.
When the government want-mone- y

to carry on war. it docs
not say to the financiers. "Come
on with it; your country is In

danger. If you refuse, you will
be shot for treason'' No. your
government don't taik to the fl

nanclers as it does to ,o.i To
get money for emergencies, your
government get- - on knees and '

asks for the best terms If

Patriotic Banker consider- - it a
good Investment.' he names his

terms, and you I' L'ncle Sam gets
up off kie i s, hugs the banker
and gives him a mortgage on the
labor and properly of yourself,

children and your children's
children forever and ever, amen;

This mortgage Is called govern
ment bonds, Is exempt from tax-
ation, and secures the payment of
the loan and interests to the good
banker, his heirs and assigns for
ever, allien '.

Now. Rube, the next time you
walk six miles to vote for this
usk yousel f why the government
cannot confiscate the moue.v of
the banker in defense of the coun-
try as well as the liberty and the
lives of the working class? Von
cannot escape the conclusion that
this be so because the bank-
er IS THE GOVERNMENT

FARM TENANTRY
From the Milwaukee Leader

who are just
the dead-lin- e of Industry In a ae
can easily remember when "Uncle
Sam rich enough to give us
all a farm." Thousands can re-

call the days when "homesteads"
were banded advertising
dodgers at a country fair.

Now 37 per cent of all the farm-er- a

In America are tenants. Near- -

ly half the remainder live on a
mortgaged farm. In the south
the percentage is still higher,
reaching OS per ill th? rich
delta lands of Mississippi

Everywhere the same genera!
rule prevails, that the bigger the
income for any given crop per
farm, the more farms are rented
It Is the best cotton land, the
wheat laud, the highest priced
land everywhere that is passim-int-

the hands of the landlords
The explanation is simple Th
poorer land will not support two
families There is no surplus val-
ue the landlord,

Tenantry promises to be but a
transitional stage in America se

it comes together with tin-oth- er

revolutionary change in ag-
riculturethe application of me-
chanical iower on the farm. The
appearance of the tractor and its
application to a multitude of farm
operations makes it possible
the landlord to take the next step
and transform his tenant into a
wage worker.

The United States commission
on industrial relations and a host
of other committees, societies and
organizations busy devising
schemes of relief for the farmer.
Not one of these schemes propos-
es to stop the flow of surplus val-
ue passing to the landlord or the
capitalist owner in the form of
rent or profits. No other scheme
will bring relief to the farmer.

Many a hat represents
an unpaid millinery bill.

If you want the truth, you must
read the unmuzzled Kicker.

ST I EE AT I T
About 50 to men. would-b- e

nlghtrlders, made n raid on Talla-
poosa, seven miles south of Par-
ma, Thursday night and threat
ened to deal roughly with several
of the citizens. It seems that all
they were out for was a little
exercise, as no damage was done
and they only required the cltl-ten- s

taken In charge to lead the
bunch and forced tin m to Wade a

little Water; threatened and then
turned them loose They not
reveal reason for their visi'.
but apparently were out tor run
It is reported that they fired
thru several tents along the track
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Let no one imagine that these
"night-rider- s" were out for run
They have a grievance, and the
Kicker regrets to heir of these
outbreaks the natural result of
class government Vet vv e mn.v
eXDSOt to hear of many before ati-oh-

crop time I look for this
winter to be even worse than
last although bumper crops are
reported from every section

These outbreaks are the result
of unjust conditions and ignorance
The robbed and starving farmer
strike at individuals instead of
the system. They are getting ex-
actly What they vote for. and the
arand jury of the master class
WILL GET THEM

dra inl J'trles are always com-
posed of the master class And
while such grand Juries are sel-

dom able to sis anything Wrong
in what members of their class do,
the. I'er.t out and even magnify
the slightest misstep of the win k-

ing class
When you heai- of a federal or

circuit court grand jury that Is

composed of the working class, let
me know. The great majority are
always 'business men 'landlord-banker- s,

merchants and so on.

pol- -

a product ol mod"rn Industrial I

methods
"We are living at a hiii speed

In every department of life the
cry is speed, speed and vet great-
er speed. The easy-goin- g life of

lour forefathers has departed, ap- -

parently, for ever.
The European Immigrant, ac-

customed in the old country to
the leisurely life or the continent.

Ill caught up in the whirl-poo- l
and goes to excesses undreamed
of at borne,

"Take conditions In some ui our
West Virginia coal mines, for ex- -
ample, where the cry for tonnage
and still more tonnage, drives tin-
men to task- - at which a horse
would balk,

"The truth is. he Is driven by
low wages and the pace or the
system to excesses for which be
surely is not wholly to blame, Let
us put the blame mainly where it
belongs let us put it ON THE
SYSTEM,

"The blessings of prohibition
make no appeal to su ii a man,
The only w ay to "reform" liiui is
to reform the industrial system
under which he labors, and t

talk prohibition to him. or leg-

islate prohibition against him, Is
to give him a stone in plat f the
bread that is his duo."

Oh. no: it wasn't any wild-eye- d

'socialist that uncorked the above,
but a very respectable business
man and millionaire. They all see

jit. Htid some are beginning t" ad- -

mlt it
Hid you ever hear of Pabst'S

Milwaukee beer? Sure! Well, it
was Gustav Pabst talking before
the National Brewers' Associ-
ationand be agrees exactly with
Frances W illard. the great tem- -
perance worker w ho discovered,
after speandlng nearly all of her
life chasing the rain-bo- w of pro-
hibition, that it wa not drunk-
enness that produced poverty so
much as poverty produced drunk-
enness, It'S "the system '

HE GOT THE LIMIT
Johnle Bethel, a small sized

of ii years of Haywood, cum up
before the circuit court Tuesi lay
on the charge or complicity in
stealing hogs, entered a plea if
guilty, and was given a parole.
One of the conditions of the pit-rol- e,

as outlined by Judge y.

was that he should attend
church and Sunday school regu-
larly, and that a report should 1h

made every two weeks that this
order was being complied with

Pemiscot Argus.
This is the second case recently

reported from Pemiscot county in
which the convict was sentenced
to church. When courts recog-
nize going to church as a penalty
for crime, why should people be
blamed for failure to suffer vo-
luntarily?

PROBABLY TREE.
It has been taken as a truth

that a newspaper reflects in Its
advertising columns the business
life of a town. Dexter Messen-
ger.

I don't know about other towns,
but If you will glance over the
advertising columns of the Kicker
you will s:v the business life or
Penton reflected to a gnat's heel.

DO IT YOURSELF.
No reform, moral or intellectual,

ever came from the upper classes
of society. Each and all came
from the protest of the martyr
and the victim. The emancipa-
tion of the working people must
be achieved by the wording peo-
ple themselves. Wendell Phillips.

ALL THINGS SAVE ONE
From the W'llwa ikee Leader'.

Uulers will do all tiling saw
get off the backs of their sub-jiet- s.

Tolstoi said this many
years .ago Every hour since has
prosed its truth.

Labor askes for higher wages,
shorter hour-- , better guarded ma
chinery, opportunity for leisure.
and education But more than
any of these and all of these, it
needs and must have liberty and
the right to rule Its own life.

It Is tin- - demand that sets So-
cialism apart from all reform '

measures long the capital- -
1st can be "master ir his own
hOUSe" he Will concede much, He
w ill build parks, schools museums
He win establish "foundations"
and pour out charity r.ut theae
things must be handed out as he
wishes t horn.

Here Is where Socialism parts
company with the reformer, the
philanthropist, the social neereta-r- y.

the welfare worker Here the
doctrine and the bigger faci of
the class struggle p ishes all thi se
aside

in every society the claws that
has owned the essential- - of pro-

duction of wealth has ruled
Sometimes these essentials wen

canoes and hunting ground
Sometimes they were broad es-

tate! and high castles
Today they are the great ma-

chines in the shops the engines
turbines. Wires wiiee;-- . tele-
phones and multitudes of instru-
ments with which the work of
the world is done

Those who own these have no
need "f wor k. They have no need
of brains Harry Thaw in Matea- -
w an gathered wealth faster than
any wage worker in the Steel
mills of Pittsburg

To hold this place upon the
backs of the workers, all the lines
that carry impressions to the
minds of tic masses are w atched
and manipulated The press sings
praises of the enterprise of own-
ers Statesmen write laws to
protect ownership Poets and
patriots praise tin government
that protects ownership and
stamps as treason any effort to
divert that state from the task
of crushing those who would re
volt against the robbery of the
piopertyless bj the propertied

While class rule remains, all else
is secure. There may be times
when the owners will find it ad-
visable to tie u: to their sub-
jects it la more than 2.000 year's
since Roman rulers learned that
the surest way to retain master-
ship is to feed and amuse the.r
slaves.

Socialism tikcs at the root of
mastery, it demands a working-clas- s

ruling itself, educating it-

self, directing Its own institu-
tions and preparing to rule so-

ciety. It demands that the mas-
ters get off our back- - -- not that
they put cushions under the sad- -
lilt nd jingle bn tibh bef n

FARM CREDITS
From the Milwaukee Leader

A convention is meeting In Ch-
icago this Week to disciss the
question of relic:' for the farmer.
It proposes to d' Vote much of its

'time to a consideration of farm
credits This i only one of 'a
large number of similar gather-lngsa- ll

or w hich are trying t
find a way to lend tic farmer
more money.

Tiie banker's and politicians are
generally agreed that if only
some way could lie found to lend
more money to the farmer, all his
troubles would be solved. It is
Interesting t rote that this is
almost the only install in his-o- f
tor.v where a large eWo i -
pie a re t, he i elleved b irettlng
deeper ill debt '.

The American farmer is rapidly
becoming a tenant. Those who
have been able to cling to their
ownership of land have lieen vei.v
successful us land speculators,
since the average farm has in-

creased almost 150 per cent In
value In the last 18 years. But,
just as in the factory industry so
In farming, the number that can
maintain themselves as independ-
ent owners grows fewer.

With the coming of modern
' tower driven machinery to the
farm, ami the almost complete
control of marketing wheat, meat

' fruit and other farm products by
trustified capital, the farmer, like
the wagon worker, can only live
by using the capital belonging
to someone else. In the transi-
tional state to a further intro-
duction of factory evolution in
agriculture the beat way to per-
mit the farmer to use this capital
and exploit him of his surplupro-duct- s

is to lend it to him
This is the explanation of the

enthusiasm lor various schemes
to extend credit to farmers It Is
Simply a method of securing an
outlet for surplus capital and ex-

tracting surplus valu.'.

AN OLD-TIM- E EDITORIAL.
'If the law fails to protect the

weak from the strong then Anar
chy ensues. If justice is not im-

partially administered, the peopie
will not be able to distinguish
what is right and what is wrong,
and if they fail to make such dis-
tinction, there can be no stable
government."

The foregoing is not our editor-
ial expression. It was got off by
Confucious 500 years before
Christ. Governments have been
proving, for nearly 2500 years
that Confucious knew what he
was talking about. Memphis So-

cialist.

Holidays, of course, were de-
vised for the sole benefit of office
holders and bankers.

ABOUT RAILROADS.
By Carl I). Thompson.

Private ownership of railroad!
is the most gigantic system of
plunder that eer existed. In the
first place, the people of this n a- -
tion. by excessive and sometimes
fraudulent land grants, bonuses

land bond!, gave the railroads
enough to build the u hole sys- -'

tema entire. Then followed tin
construction fraud!, watered
stock frauds, mail frauds and a
whole train of plundering pro-
cessed known only to the masters
of high finance.

To-da-y the railroads plunder
the w orkers by low w ages ; long

'hours and Impossible burdens
They plunder the people t. exces-
sive rates. Every article of food
W! eat. or clothes we wear, and
everything we use eist- - more be-

cause of the excessive railroad
ratea.

The railroad- - cost the peoplJ
of this country 88,171,000,000

very year, VThlch means 8158,
T0 of every family for the rail-
roads alone one-quar- ter or the
entire cost of living of an aver-
age family.

Arid yet they are about to rats!
tlneir rates. Not Satisfied With
their enormous profits, they still

more And they will get it.
For fifty years our politicians

and statesmen hae told us that
th' railroad problem could be tas- -'

y solved and would lie solved by
'regulation." Vet to this day
not one problem ba.s been BO IV SO

by that method,
Meanwhile nearly every Impo-

rtant nation has established pub-
lic ownership of railroads and
found it a very satisfactory so-

lution of the problem. Of tn! 7S
nations in the world to-da- y, all
but nine own all or considerable
proportion or their rall"oads,
Twenty-thre- e great nations own
and operate over 0.1 per uent of
their mileage.

nd everywhere the results are
the same rates are reduced, tle'
service is improved, laboi is bet-
ter treated, and the nations get
the profit t- - use for the onrn
good

II' the Socialists eOlltrolU d Con-el.- V

cress, the nation would
shortly own the railroads

The actual value of the rail-
ways of the country, according
to estimates based upon findings
of the interstate commerce com-

mission, is abot 815,000.000,000
Now. it is not necessary that the
government should take over the
w hole system at once. It could
buy enough of the voting stock to
get control. The rest would be
easy.

' But suppose we bought out the
whole system. We would not
need to borrow the whole amount
since In our government banks,
nnd through our income nnd in-

heritance taxes, we would al-

ready have a considerable pro-
portion of the necessary funds.
Bu t supposi tiie government
should borrow the whole

The Interest on the
loan at - per cent would be 8H00
000,000. But the railroads' net
Income over and above all expen
les is 8787.007,000, (Interstate
Commerce Commission Report of
1012, p. 4- -. so we pay
the interest on the lown and have
S437.0G7.OOO left every year.

So. under public ownership, we
could, raise wages. Raise them
SI in i a .tear to every employe
in the country, from the section
hu ml to pres. dent of the road,
just as a "starter." That would
only require 8100,000,000 per
year. We would still have $337,
887,000 left.

i Next we could red" e ,,f'' so
as to reduce the cost of llvii r
Let 8100,00,000 go for that, V 0
would still have 8237,067, Mill

left.
Next let Ui set aide 8100,000,-00-0

yearly as a sinking fund tc
pay otr toe original debt whan it
tame due. We would still have
8187,687,000 left.

With that 8187,667,000 we
could buy up the next Utility;
raise wages in that industry,
shorten hours, improve conditions
reduce the cost of living; and
use the remaining profits to bu.

j the next utility.
And so the Socialist program

would proceed from one utility 1

the next until the nation owned
them all. Every step in the pro--'

cess would make the next one
easier. And this socialization
would go on steadily reducing the

'profits until there were no prof-It- s.

It would go on until the
profit system itself was gone--ti- ll

all unearned incomes were
abolished till exploitation am!
robbery ware completely and f-

inally at an end.

FIGHT ON AM) ON.
Every day furnishes fresh proof

of the rapid growth and spread
.of the ideas we represent, ln all
'fields there is tumult and unrest.'
The dawn or a fair day is draw-
ing nigh with mighty strides.

Let us then ever battle and
strive forward unconcerned as to
where" and "when" the boun

dary-pos- ts of the new and bet-
ter day for mankind will be rais-
ed.

If, in the course of this great
battle for the emancipation of the
human race, we should fall, those
now In the rear will step forward
we shall fall with the conscious-
ness of having done our duty as
human beings, and with the con-
viction that the goal will be
reached, however the power hos-
tile to humanity may struggle In
resistance.

Ours Is the world, despite all
that Is, for the workers and for
w oman. August Bebel.

poptmuiun am peen


